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Layout for a reading lesson: 

Section 1:

The text I have chosen is from an article from the ‘BBC News’ website (appendix 1), to use with learners who are pre-intermediate. The register of the text is formal, as it is an article from a newspaper, explaining the events that took place. Having a formal register makes the statements/facts given more trust worthy and reliable. Not to mention, articles are often accessed by many people in our day to day life, so the learners would be familiar with the layout and style. The article talks about a couple who became stranded on an island, and how they managed to get rescued. This article is an interesting one for learners as the couple manage to receive help using a unique method. It can create a lot of discussion between the learners as they can talk about ideas they might have, in regards to being stranded. Or if they’ve ever been in a situation where they needed help and what their opinion on this article is. The article I have selected is 474 words, it uses a few lexis items which learners may not know the meaning of. Such as ‘uninhabited’, ‘deploying’, ‘capsized’ etc. So, this would be a good opportunity to define them and pre-teach to expand the learner’s vocabulary. “Two studies found that pre-teaching vocabulary had a significant effect on comprehension” (Carter and Mccarthy, 2013:100).
Section two:
For the lead-in, I will put the learners in small groups of three and have them come up with a list of 5 things that they would need, or think is necessary if they were stranded on an island. Each group will be given a sheet to make their list on (appendix 2). This is a good activity as not only is it personalised, but it is also engaging and is a good way to activate schemata. It requires learners to use their imagination, and have them activate their thought process, and thinking about the topic of the lesson. On the PowerPoint I would put images of a few important items that could be taken, just to prompt the learner’s ideas, and help create discussion between the groups. For example, a first aid box, packaged or canned food, warm clothing etc. This is a good task for pre-intermediate students, as making a list is a simple task and allows them to practise their use of vocabulary.
Section three:
For the initial reading task, I have chosen to give the learners a prediction task where the images from the article will be put on the board (appendix 1). Learners will discuss in partners what they think is happening in the images. Learners will come up with their own thoughts and opinions about the images and discuss with one another. A good way to receive feedback would be a class discussion about the images. Showing the learners the images before giving them the text will make them more interested and curious about the text they are going to read. They will then be given a time limit to quickly skim read over the text, to get the general gist of the content. This will allow them to check whether their thoughts on the images matched up with the article and give me feedback. Learners will have come across some vocabulary in the text that they may not understand, so this would be a good point to pre-teach the vocabulary, through a matching activity using picture definitions (appendix 3), as I would have already verbally defined the words on the PowerPoint. This is a good way to check whether learners have fully understood the definitions of the vocabulary.
Section four:
For the second reading task the learners will be given a comprehension task which I have created (appendix 3). In the task they will be given a variety of questions, which they will have to read the article in detail in order to answer. “This is typically a stop / start kind of reading, involving going back over small pieces of the same text a number of times to find out more and more about it, making sure that the words have been interpreted correctly” (Scrivener 2011: 264). This will test their understanding of the text and develop their reading ability. After taking the time to read, understand and answer the questions, the learners will discuss their answers with the person next to them. This way they can help each other with questions they may not have understood and confirm their answers. This task will be completed with a class discussion where we will go through the answers together. Through this the learners will gain a deeper understanding of the article, how the couple managed to receive help, and what they should do if they ever end up in this situation.
Section five:
To finalise the lesson, there will be a more productive activity (appendix 4) in which I will put up on the board a text message from a ‘friend’, saying that they are in need of help and are stuck on an unknown island with not much to support them. The learners will be asked to write a response/message back to their ‘friend’ giving advice on what to do until help arrives. Seeing as “text messaging has meant that there is now a huge increase in written communication” I felt learners would be more familiar and comfortable with using this writing style (Scrivener 2011:234). On the power point there will be an example of how I would begin writing the message, “Don’t worry! I’ve called for help to be sent, please until they come take my advice and do this…”. This is a good way for learners to build on their imagination and test what they understood from the article. They will then exchange their written work with their partner and read what advice they would give to their ‘friend’, and then some learners will be asked to read out what their partner wrote.
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Appendices:

Appendix 1- sourced article 
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Worksheet: -~

Task 1: Match the word with its picture definition.
Uninhabited Deploying Search Vessel

Capsized Palm Fronds Mariner

Move into
position!

o
@

Task 2: Read the text and answer the following questions.

1-How did they find out that the couple was missing?

2-How did they find the couple, and what did they use?

3-Has this happened before recently to anyone else?

4-In both cases, what was used to write the sign?

5-What is one way you can store water?

6-Why is it important to not rest/sleep on the ground?
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Your friend Maya has become stranded on an island, after going on a boat trip which ended
up being washed up on to the island because of the stormy weather.

She has managed to find enough signal to send one message, write her a response, giving
advice on what she should do and how you can help.

Maya:

Hey | need help! I've become stranded on
an island, my boat crashed here because
the storm caused us to lose control, |
don’t have any food, | don’t know what to
do!
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Micronesia: coup|e rescued from deserted is|and What are 5 things you would need if you were stranded on an island?
after SOS spotted in sand L

“‘ 2

3.

4.
5.

Your friend Maya has become stranded on an island, after going on a boat trip which ended
up being washed up on to the island because of the stormy weather.

Tw? people have beeq rescue(_i from an uninhabited Pacific island after a US Navy She has managed to find enough signal to send one message, write her a response, giving
helicopter spotted their SOS sign. advice on what she should do and how you can help.

The pilots spotted the sign drawn into sand on East Fayu Island in Micronesia and alerted Maya:l
the US Coast Guard. It followed a week-long search for Linus and Sabina Jack, both in their

50s, who were reported missing when they failed to reach a nearby island. The couple left Hey | need help! I've become stranded on
Weno Island with limited supplies and no emergency equipment, the Navy said. Teams
looking for the couple searched 16,571 square miles, deploying 15 boats and two aircraft
crews. A helicopter was sent to fly over East Fayu after a search vessel, British Mariner, the storm caused us to lose control, |

reported seeing lights on the uninhabited island. "The Search and Rescue Operation for don’t have any food, | don’t know what to

Linus and Sabina Jack has been successfully completed," said the US Embassy in Kolonia, do!

the capital of the Federated States of Micronesia. "They are found and are waiting for a ship

to take them home." It is the second such case this year in the region. In April, three men You:
were rescued from the tiny, uninhabited Micronesian island of Fanadik, after their boat
capsized two miles from shore. The men used palm fronds to make a giant 'Help' sign in the
sand and used their lifejackets to signal. They were rescued by a US Navy search team after
three days.

an island, my boat crashed here because

Five things to do if you're stranded:

Make a sign: Writing in the sand worked in this case, but if there are large palm fronds, tree
branches or even trunks, they will be more visible and more likely to survive an incoming
tide.

Find a water source: Drinkable water is more important than anything else, without it you will
die within days. Use any kind of container you can find or make to store rainwater, and large
leaves to help catch as much as possible. Inland streams may provide a fresh water source.
Find food: A desert island can be a plentiful source of food, as long as you take some basic
precautions. Cook seafood and meat thoroughly, and test food that might be poisonous
against the back of your hand or outer lip, to see if it produces a reaction.

Build a shelter: Staying off the ground is important, to avoid snakes. Build your shelter in a
clearing and cover it well - you may be on a tropical island but being soaked by rain can lead
to hypothermia. If you can salvage any kind of netting, use it to protect yourself from
mosquitoes.

Avoid injury: Treating yourself for a wound is usually much harder than avoiding one in the
first place, especially if it turns septic. If you can salvage or make shoes, do so. Try to avoid
walking around in bare feet or taking unnecessary risks.
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What are 5 things you would need if you were stranded on an island?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Your friend Maya has become stranded on an island, after going on a boat trip which ended
up being washed up on to the island because of the stormy weather.
She has managed to find enough signal to send one message, write her a response, giving
advice on what she should do and how you can help.
Maya:
Hey | need help! I've become stranded on
an island, my boat crashed here because
the storm caused us to lose control, |
don’t have any food, | don’t know what to
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