Transphobic feminism reproduced through mainstream media

Introduction
The feminist movement has had a great impact on society in various aspects, such as having the right to vote, attempting to abolish sexism and empowering women. In contemporary society, there are various forms and ideologies of feminism such as radical feminism. An example of radical feminism is transphobic feminism, within this essay I will be exploring the concept of transphobic feminism and how and why it is present in today’s society? To demonstrate my understanding of this concept, I will be using JK Rowling’s transphobic tweet, written earlier this year, to present how particular individuals still adhere to outdated values of binary forms and therefore reject ‘deviances’ such as transgenderism. I will identify why these radical feminist beliefs are not suitable for contemporary society and that despite these views there are many feminists who are trans inclusive. 

Critical Concept
Transphobic feminism is a feminist perspective based on the idea that ‘feminism is the promotion of women’s rights on the grounds of achieving equality of the sexes.’ (UNISON, 2015). However, this aspect of feminism movement excludes trans women as they believe that only biological women should be included. Individuals who follow this movement are known as TERF’s, also known as trans-exclusionary radical feminists. TERF’s believe that transsexual women are a danger to society as they are a threat to cis women. 

Janice Raymond (1994) argues that trans women are not real women, they are violent males who infiltrate women spaces by substituting one sex stereotype for the other which still conforms to a role-structured society. The problem with this radical feminist idea is that it characterises gender to what reproductive organs an individual has, which in turn reduces womanhood to the possession of female reproductive organs. This proposes the feminist argument of what makes a woman, is it based on biological aspects or further socio-cultural aspects? For example, Germaine Greer (1999) bases her feminist perspective firmly on scientific attributes and believes transgender women are not women because they biologically do not have female genitals. However, to base beliefs on science can be incorrect, there are biological woman who are born with more or less chromosomes which determines their sex (WHO, 2020). Nevertheless, not all feminists base their belief of what makes a woman off scientific concepts. Other feminist ideas were emerging more frequently in the 1990s, subsequently this enabled beliefs that gender was not binary and this allowed people in society to express their gender more fluidly (Hines, 2020). 

This feminist perspective potentially is repelling women’s rights to equality, this is because they are excluding and oppressing individuals who identify as women and who are valuable allies for women’s rights. The distinct problem is that feminism is the fight for equality between men and women, feminists should not objectify people who want to fight for equality, cis women feminists do not reject cis male feminists therefore we should not objectify to someone’s sex or gender. However, some radical feminists were inclusive of trans people. For example, Andrea Dworkin the founding radical feminist, claimed to be trans inclusive as she argued that the sex binary did not exist and instead was a cultural illusion (1974). Additionally, Dworkin’s partner Stoltenberg stated that radical feminists obsession with biological definitions of women unintentionally enables a politics that is for purpose of reaction and it ignores the idea of how male supremacy really functions (Stoltenberg, 2020).

Case Study
To portray transphobic feminism in contemporary society, I will be using JK Rowling as she has been accused of being a trans-exclusionary radical feminist. Earlier this year, JK Rowling tweeted an article that discussed ‘creating a more equal post-COVID-19 world for people who menstruate’ (Sommer et al, 2020). In her tweet she stated “‘People who menstruate.’ I’m sure there used to be a word for those people. Someone help me out. Wumben? Wimpund? Woomud?”. [image: ]In this tweet she is using questionable language, this language is to portray her focus on female biology and to remove male supremacy however, while doing this she is taking away trans women identities as she is saying only women who menstruate are women. This is how JK Rowling aligns herself with TERF thinking because she is basing her point on biological sex which rejects trans women. She argues that society is trying to erase the concept of sex and as a feminist believes this has a larger effect on women who have been fighting for their rights. However, this received backlash for example, GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation) wrote on twitter ‘JK Rowling continues to align herself with an ideology which wilfully distorts facts about gender identity and people who are trans. In 2020, there is no excuse for targeting trans people.’ (Hoffman, 2020). Figure 1: JK Rowling controversial tweet. (Henden, 2020). 


Another problem with JK Rowling which again debates her thoughts on transgender people is her new book. JK Rowling’s recent book is about a cis male serial killer who dresses as a woman to kill cis women (The Independent, 2020). People may have been offended by these character choices because it is portraying a possible transgender character as a murderer, which is not a positive deception of transgender people. Kurtz-Costes & Solomon (2017) argue that people will discriminate against the trans community because it goes unchallenged and society allows for it to occur. The larger issue is that there have not been immense amounts of transgender or non-binary characters in books, which if there was could help a lot of young confused people. Therefore, JK Rowling as an experienced, well known author has the power to help people in society who may feel as the minority but instead chose a different representation which may cause more damage as it is continuing the stigma of portraying transgender or non-binary characters. (Sass, 2020). To some JK Rowling is a perfect example of someone who may be considered a TERF in contemporary society, since it seems she takes a scientific biological perspective of what a woman or man is. JK Rowling argues for the concept of sex and I understand her viewpoint however, if someone identifies as a woman despite their biological sex they should not be questioned on their identity.

Categorising sex
Ginges et al. argue that ‘gender is a product of social, cultural, situational forces interacting with biological attributes of men and women’ (2019). Therefore, this explains how trans gender people may be excluded from society because patriarchy society use gender as a way to classify and categorise humans by their biological sex. This method of categorising people is intended to help society function in the proposed order, however trans or non-binary identities result negatively and are met with hostility as they do not adhere to cisnormativity. These ideas have stemmed from the ideology of essentialism, which means ‘the belief that differences between groups are biologically based’ (Bell et al, 883:2018). 

It can be argued that JK Rowling takes a feminist essentialist approach because the view is that sex is inflexible due to biological factors. In a recent statement, Rowling argues that to ‘open bathroom doors or changing rooms to any man who identifies as a woman, is to open the door to any and all men who come inside’ (Rowling, 2020). By saying this she may seem transphobic because she is inherently saying only biological women are vulnerable and all men are violent, which is not true. However, Rowling is speaking as a victim of domestic abuse by a cis male therefore I can see her concerns, but I do not agree with how she is portraying them. Nevertheless, this statement refers to traditional gender values and norms that women are feminine and dainty whereas men are strong and powerful which is not essentially true. This view of femaleness being very natural and different than maleness was important and essential for understanding women according to feminist essentialists (Brzuzy & Nagoshi, 2010). The initial problem with Rowling’s feminist beliefs were based on men and women’s biological sex however, another problem she has expressed is that she seems to take a traditional and possibly outdated gender norms perspective. This poses the question is feminism going backwards because she engages in gender stereotypes, whereas surely a true inclusive feminist believes that all women and all men can perform various aspects of gender despite their biological sex. 

Radical Feminism
Radical feminism has a liberal perspective in which it focuses on male oppression of females, their main problem is the subordination of women by men both privately and politically (Doude & Tapp, 2014). Radical feminists were introduced in the second – wave of feminism and were the opposite to liberal feminists, these feminists have brought attention to large issues around sexual assault and domestic violence (Willis, 1984). However, since it has emerged it has caused problems as well. For example, within contemporary society feminism has lost some of its meaning because people associate feminism with radical feminism which is inaccurate. Even though it is never argued that radical feminists exclude trans women, I believe that they possibly do as radical feminists aim to abolish male supremacy which may include trans women as they are biologically male therefore seen as a threat.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As we know JK Rowling argues to be a feminist, many people may view her as a TERF which is a form of radical feminism. Rowling may be viewed like this because of the language she uses to express her feminist position. In a statement she published, she said ‘Huge numbers of women are terrified by trans activists... they’re afraid of losing their livelihoods and of violence.’ (Rowling, 2020). By saying this, I would argue she is taking a TERF standpoint as she is eluding to this idea that trans activists, including trans people, are dangerous to women. Erikainen et al. (2020) argue that cis women claim the position of being vulnerable because of the power cis women have over trans women. In fact, the likelihood is that trans people are more vulnerable than cis people as they are subject to gender-based hate crime. Additionally, Rowling also states ‘I refuse to bow down to a movement that I believe is doing demonstrable harm in seeking to erode ‘women’ as a political and biological class and offering cover to predators’ (Rowling, 2020). I believe this is problematic because it is demonstrating TERF thinking as she is rejecting a movement primarily because of the inclusion of trans and non-binary people as they are the assumed reason that the idea of sex as a concept is being eroded. It seems that her perspective argues that men, even if they choose to live as a woman, still have male privilege and are top of the hierarchy. Additionally, as a reader she does not argue the idea that men may be the cause and reason for the concept of sex being eroded. Furthermore, the use of the word ‘predators’ can be seen as offensive as it seems she is using this word to describe trans women. Using this term is ignorant as she is generalizing the trans community as predators which is morally wrong, this demonstrates her radicalistic thinking because she is using her choice of language in an extreme way to challenge society. 

Conclusion
Over many years feminism has been a concept that is often challenged due to the discourses surrounding the idea of feminism. Individuals within society may believe that feminism is limited to one perception, the issue with this is that people have the power to misconstrue and distort feminist ideas which then misrepresent the original ideologies. This can be seen through transphobic feminism, people distorting the idea of being a woman subsequently rejecting trans women. Trans exclusive people believe people who identify as trans are seen as deviant because being transgender disrupts social norms because they dispute with traditional gender and sex values which are put in place for a patriarchal society. The relationship between deviance and desire is complex because societal norms are constantly changing, and some people adapt to new concepts and some do not. However, I believe this brings a balance to society as it helps society be diverse and view beliefs with different perspectives. 
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