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The aim of this research question is to find out why black lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer + (LGBTQ+) youth in the United States (US) are at an increased risk of homelessness and how does their experience differ from non-minority youth. This question is worth researching because rather than looking at the general experience of homeless youth, it digs deeper into the experience of young people who come from more than one minority category and highlights how the intersection of categories in a person can affect their life. I did my research by using the discourse analysis method, which involved me researching YouTube interviews with young homeless people in America from different ethnic backgrounds and sexualities. In my findings, I found that black LGBTQ+ youth are at risk because they have to deal with racism, homophobia and the stigma and stereotypes that come with homelessness. These findings support the original themes and theories found in the literature review.
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Homelessness is a visible and common social issue across the world that affects people from all ages and circumstances, but I will be focusing my research on homeless youth that are black and from the LGBTQ+ community in the US. I will also be focusing on their experience compared to non-minority homeless youth to see if there are any comparisons or differences in how they became homeless and how their experience was while being homeless. 

Being a black woman from the LGBTQ+ community, I am aware of the constant struggles of everyday life that comes from dealing with discrimination. In my teenage years, I was met with resistance from family due to my sexuality and I have also experienced discrimination, racism, and homophobia. Therefore, I will be using the intersectionality theory in my research, as I believe each experience is not more important than the other and can happen to one person at the same time. Having been in a situation where I had to depend on myself from a young age, I am aware of the possible issues that can arise when being a black teenager from the LGBTQ+ community. There is not enough information about black LGBTQ+ homeless youth and there is also hardly any information on whether their risk is higher than non-minority youth or how they became homeless in the first place. Therefore, this is an important question to research because there needs to be more black LGBTQ+ representation in youth homelessness studies. Asking more questions like my research question will help spread awareness regarding youth homelessness and specifically black LGBTQ+ youth homelessness, rather than looking at these categories separately. This would lead to more knowledge on what these teenagers need to help support them while on the streets and how to prevent them from becoming homeless, if possible.

Compared to the national percentage of LGBTQ+ youth and the national percentage of youth homelessness, LGBTQ+ youth are disproportionately impacted by homelessness (Page, 2017). Also, there are 3.5 million people each year that experience homelessness and 42% of them are black, which shows that minorities take up over half of the national population each year (Page, 2017). Additionally, homeless LGBTQ+ youth tend to be disproportionately people of colour according to the few studies that have addressed race amongst LGBTQ+ youth homelessness (Page, 2017). The fact that there are only a few studies that address the intersection of black and LGBTQ+ homeless youth, yet they are the group with the highest statistics of homelessness, shows that there is a social issue that needs to be investigated further. I believe there should be more awareness towards black, LGBTQ+ youth homelessness so there can be a source of action to help decrease the numbers and give help and support to these youth not only in the US, but worldwide. 

This being my first chapter, which is a brief insight on the research question and the theory and themes that will be explored, my second chapter will be my literature review. My literature review chapter will go into detail of the theory and themes I have mentioned and will show how they relate to the experiences of black LGBTQ+ homeless youth. This will include topics such as intersectionality, systemic racism, social control theory, dehumanisation, Christianity, and sexual risk during homelessness. Intersectionality recognises that there is a social structure of power that intersects and affects an individual’s experience (See chapter 2). This theory fits best with my research question because it supports the significance of these young people being from more than one minority community and how it can affect their homeless experience. My third chapter will be information on the discourse analysis method which is the method I chose to use to do my research, including a reflection on the process of finding YouTube interviews and how it went. My fourth and fifth chapter will be on what I have found through my research method and how this relates back to my research question. This will include an explanation of themes that have come from analysing my findings such as lack of acceptance, religion, privilege, vulnerability, stereotypes and stigma. My last chapter will be the conclusion to this research project with the answer to the research question and a reflection of how I think it went and what could have gone better. 
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This chapter will give some background information on my research topic and will explain my themes and theories that I will use to help analyse my findings in the next chapter. The themes I will cover in this chapter are race, homosexuality, homelessness, religion, and intersectionality.  

[bookmark: _Toc70628871]Intersectionality

The backbone theory I will be using that ties all my themes together and explains why each theme is just as important as the other is ‘Intersectionality’. Hill Collins and Bilge (2016) define intersectionality as a way of understanding human experiences. Intersectionality acknowledges that social and political life is shaped by many factors in diverse and mutually influencing ways (Hill Collins and Bilge, 2016). Similarly, Phoenix and Pattynama (2006) states that intersectionality offers a richer and more complex ontology than approaches that attempt to reduce people to one category at a time. In other words, intersectionality recognises the significance of social structure arrangements of power and how individual and group experiences reflect those structural intersections (Collins, 2019). This theory relates to my research question because it suggests that individuals have different experiences based on their social and political identity and that these factors can crucially affect their quality of life. 

This theory highlights that the everyday structures that are set in life are important, fluid, and intersectional. When researching the themes that relate to my research question, I will be explaining how each theme is crucial to understanding why black queer youth are at a higher risk of being homeless than non-minority youth. Hill Collins and Bilge (2016), Phoenix and Pattynama (2006) and Collins (2019) are all recent sources which suggests that this theory is a new concept. This is relevant because it shows that previously there was no way of explaining how someone can be a part of more than one social category and how these categories can affect their life simultaneously, meaning that their voices had been silenced. This shows that there is a new revelation of understanding that the experience of a person’s life can vary depending on their identity. One person can be a part of many identities and these identities can alter the way people see them, treat them and their quality of life.

Furthermore, intersectionality is a theory that explains why people are treated differently in everyday life. For example, research shows that LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) racial minorities experience more LGBT based discrimination than white LGBT people, but racial discrimination affects mental health more than LGBT discrimination (Gattis and Larson, 2017). This research study being less than five years old suggests that this is an accurate representation of discrimination in society today. This also suggests that youth that are both black and queer will experience twice as much of mental health issues from the discrimination they receive from both categories. This will lead to black LGBTQ+ homeless youth suffering more than non-minority youth and minority youth that may only be a part of one of these communities rather than both. There is discrimination in both race and sexuality which I will investigate throughout this chapter, but this theory suggests that it is possible to go through both at the same time which places that person more at risk than others.
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The terms ‘black’ and ‘white’ regarding race was not always the way society identified and differentiated people. The term ‘race’ emerged during the historical events of colonialism, the plantation system, and the transatlantic slave trade (Fitzgerald, 2014). The transatlantic slave trade helped create the idea of people being divided into hierarchal categories based on their physical appearances, i.e. racism (Fitzgerald, 2014). During this time, black people were exploited for 240 years of slavery and then, in the USA, endured another 100 years of Jim Crow racism which involved segregation and terror (Fitzgerald, 2014). Fitzgerald (2014) is delivering historical information on how black people were treated during times of slavery and thereafter. This is evidence that black people have been told and made to feel like they are worthless and lesser than white people because of their race. Not only does this show that there has been a pattern of black people being treated differently by white people for many years, but also that society has been conditioned to believe that white people are better than everyone else because of the colour of their skin, therefore they are allowed to treat people who do not look like them however they please. 

The way black people were treated at this time in history suggests that black people are inhuman and do not deserve the same rights and respect that white people do. This shows that the stigma and stereotypes that are attached to black people possibly stem from slavery. This source suggests a historical approach as to why black youth are at a wider risk of becoming homeless. People may still adopt these ideals and subconsciously believe that black people are lesser than, therefore they should be shown no mercy. This means it is possible that when black youth become homeless, they are met with less grace than their white counterparts. This will lead to a harder time on the streets and less support to find shelter and safety. Although Fitzgerald’s (2014) work is based on history and theory that took place many years ago, it is proven that these thoughts and ideals still exist to this day.

One of the most common terms that is used to describe today’s type of racism is called ‘everyday racism’. Everyday racism can be identified as microaggressions or colour-blind racism (Combs, 2018). While racism is a complex social problem that exists in many forms and levels, everyday racism refers to the recurring and normalised existence of racism through talk and behaviour, for example, racist jokes (Walton, Priest and Paradies, 2013). It is the mundane discourse and practices rather than the extreme incidents and it is embedded in everyday routine, which can be experienced as ambiguous (Walton, Priest and Paradies, 2013). The term focuses on the discrimination practices that are normalised and the daily experience of oppression that black people face. At the same time, racist ideologies are embedded in institutional practices which normalises discrimination and makes them invisible (Combs, 2018). I will be going into more detail on institutional and systemic racism in the next few paragraphs. 

White people who have internalised the view of white moral superiority either consciously or unconsciously perpetrate acts of racism daily against black people (Combs, 2018). White superiority is internalised because elitism is something that society has been told to aspire to, along with the culturally created nature of the racialised other which was formed for white cultures to differentiate themselves from others (Turner, 2018). White superiority is internalised through overt and covert white supremacy (as shown in fig.1). Similar to Fitzgerald’s (2014) work, Combs (2018) supports the idea that black people are at a disadvantage because it has been embedded in society that they should be treated differently because of the colour of their skin. Combs (2018) explains how modern examples of racism, such as the ones shown in fig.1, has penetrated through society and has affected black people to this day. This supports my research because it highlights how black youth are already at a disadvantage because of their colour and explains how they are more vulnerable and at risk than their white counterparts. 

[image: Covert and Overt White Supremacy ]
Figure 1. Overt and covert white supremacy (Turner, 2018)

Although Fitzgerald (2014) explains the history of race and racism, and Combs (2018) explains the definition of modern everyday racism, they both do not explain what are the consequences of these hierarchies and how does racism impact a black person’s life. 

As demonstrated above, black people have suffered from extreme discrimination and have been treated with disrespect because of their race but dealing with this type of discrimination can be even worse for young adults. Discrimination is a trauma that can affect young people and lead to negative effects on their physical, emotional, and social health throughout their life (Svetaz et al., 2020). Racism is a trauma that especially affects black youth because of their historical experience with oppression (Svetaz et al., 2020). This proves that the embedded racism from the history of slavery is in fact very harmful and still persistent in everyday life, to the point where it affects the black youth of today. This source is a recent article written by American paediatricians, meaning their work is expected to be valid and accurate considering they specialise in children’s health. 

Earlier, I mentioned the term ‘systemic racism’. Feagin (2006) defines systemic racism as racism being deeply rooted in history. Feagin (2006) speaks about the importance of systemic racism and how black Americans are forced to work for and with white employers and workers who discriminate them. The hierarchy between black and white Americans stems from social patterns that begun from slavery and legal segregation that now works closely with the socioeconomic and socio-political structures that maintain everyday discrimination (Feagin, 2006). Cole (2015) supports Feagin’s (2006) work by stating that in the late 19th to the mid-20th century African Americans suffered from educational and political deprivation. Both Feagin (2006) and Cole’s (2015) research are complementing each other by giving examples of systemic racism and how they affect society today.  

[bookmark: _Hlk66756306]Racial discrimination against black Americans takes form in major institutional areas such as housing, healthcare, employment, politics, education, policing, public accommodation, and recommendation. Feagin (2006) explains that white families are wealthy because of the federal giveaways given to their ancestors in the past such as enhanced incomes and wealth. This has given them dominance over black Americans in societal institutions and situations. This ties back into my research because it demonstrates how black Americans are at a disadvantage historically and are still having to deal with the same effects of this hierarchal damage. Feagin (2006) stated that racial discrimination affects housing, which is why it is harder for black youth to find somewhere to stay when they need shelter. Also, because white American families have had a head start on finances due to their generational wealth, black families do not have as much money to support their families which can also lead black youth to homelessness. 

Additionally, there is an explicit racial bias between the police and the court in the United States. The courts bring unnecessary harm to African Americans such as minor offences leading to jail time and arrest warrants if fines are not paid (Cole, 2015). Cole (2015) is explaining how black people are treated differently in America compared to other ethnic groups. There seems to be a desire to make sure black people are punished for things that they may not have done or for things that should not result to the chosen punishment. Cole (2015) expresses the lack of fairness in the American community and this is linked to why black youth are more at risk when homeless. In the US criminal justice system, black children are 18 times more likely to be sentenced as adults than white children (Goff et al, 2014). This is due to the dehumanisation of black children. 

Dehumanisation is the denial of complete humanness towards someone (Goff et al, 2014). This makes them morally excluded which leads to it being acceptable to treat them in a way that would be objectionable if they were fully human. The dehumanisation of black children leads to fewer basic protections and harsh treatments that are usually for adults (Goff et al, 2014). Usually, the perception of innocence protects children from harsh treatment, but black children do not receive this because of dehumanisation. One form of dehumanisation is the relation between people of African descent and apes (Goff et al, 2014). This promotes the idea of black people being violent and takes away their innocence. Dehumanisation leads to black children being seen more like adults and older than they are (Goff et al, 2014). This relates back to Combs’ (2018) work on everyday racism and how racism affects black people today. Goff’s et al (2014) work is less than 10 years old and gives a strong insight on how white superiority can affect how a black child is viewed in society. Furthermore, Goff’s et al (2014) work suggests how dehumanisation could be a disadvantage to black youth while being homeless.  

While so far in this chapter there has been a fair amount of information on race and the relation it has to black youth, I am now going to introduce the relation between homosexuality and youth and this information will further show how homophobia can be detrimental to a young adult’s life and how it can even further affect a black, young, homosexual adult’s life.
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Sullivan (2004) defines homophobia as a dislike or hatred towards homosexuals, which stems from cultural or personal biases. Social control theory suggests that external homophobia is a form of social control that is there to intimidate sexual minorities and justify heterosexuality as the social norm (Sullivan, 2004). Similarly, role theory suggests that homophobia is linked to sex-role stereotypes (Sullivan, 2004). According to Biddle (1979), role theory is the idea that roles are related to social positions, which means there are behaviours that are associated with sets of people and that these sets of people are likely to share a common identity. This theory demonstrates that society has different expectations for different people based on their social position. Relating this idea of roles back to homosexuality, due to the social construction of gender, men and women are expected to act a certain way and follow specified rules of life depending on their sex. Homosexuality threatens these roles which is why people who find these roles crucial can be homophobic. Society believes that all members of society should uphold the traditional beliefs and demonstrate role-modelling behaviours (Biddle, 1979). 

Biddle’s (1979) work was written over 40 years ago and does not explain how effective this theory is in modern day life, however, Sullivan’s (2004) work is more recent and still mentions role theory which proves it is not an out of date concept and can be a valid theory to consider towards my research question. These theories are helpful for my research because it helps to understand the subconscious expectations that people have when it comes to others. Not only does this show that people are homophobic because of their belief that everyone has a role to fulfil and homosexuality is not part of it, but it also suggests that there are ideas and expectations of how homosexuals are, which would lead to stereotypes that would build a person’s homophobic ideas. In relation to my research question, these theories support the idea that people in society have decided to believe that our roles in life are important, which means if a homosexual teenager needs food and shelter, they are less likely to help because they believe they are going against the rules of society and they may not want to be judged or penalised because of it.

For example, Sullivan (2004) explains that there is little support for gay youth. Gay teachers refrain from supporting such youth because they do not want to be seen as people who are trying to recruit young adults to become a part of the gay community. Although schools generally offer information on homophobia, teachers are afraid to speak on the topic because of the fear of criticism by conservative parents and community leaders (Sullivan, 2004). This relates back to role theory because it shows that teachers who are homosexual themselves are afraid to help homosexual youth because they are worried about what people would think of them. They do not want to be associated with homosexuality because they know the stereotypes it carries and they do not want it to look like they openly support or encourage youth to be a part of the community, even if it does mean their services could be saving a life. This links to my research because it shows that if, for example, a teenager was kicked out of their family home by their homophobic parents, teachers and the school community would be reluctant to help them because they care about their role in society and they do not want to jeopardise their social position. This means the young adult is more likely to be homeless for a longer period than their straight counterparts who would be able to get some help from their teachers if their reason for being homeless had nothing to do with their sexuality. 

However, although Sullivan (2004) is a fairly recent source, on June 15th 2020, the U.S Supreme Court ruled that it is against the law for employers to discriminate against employees because of their sexual orientation or gender identity (Legault, M. et al, 2020). This is an important piece of information because it shows that it is not just the fear of how people would see these teachers but it is because before 2020, teachers could lose their job if they were from or assumed to be from the LGBTQ+ community. Relating back to intersectionality theory, power structures are shown in both themes of race and homophobia, which shows how one person can experience discrimination from both structures at the same time.
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Homophobia also has a very close connection with religion. Mofokeng (1998) argues that the bible is an instrument of social control. This relates back to the social control theory which Sullivan (2004) explained in my earlier research. When colonizers went to Africa, they introduced the bible, which the African people accepted and used to guide their lives. Although Mofokeng’s (1998) work was written 30 years ago, their theory shows prevalent in modern day society. Sullivan (2004) explains that the bible has become the modern basis for homophobia due to homosexuality being unholy and forbidden according to the bible. A common verse in the bible Sullivan (2004) uses to demonstrate homophobia is, ‘If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them’ (Sullivan, 2004 : 4). This proves that there are devices in society that help aid social control. The bible is an important guide that black people use in their everyday life, so if it says to be against homosexuality then they are most likely going to listen. This then leaves black queer youth in a difficult position because they may feel like they cannot be themselves around their family. They know that if they were to tell their family about their sexuality it could lead them to homelessness. This ties into my research because it shows the link between black people, religion, and homophobia. These sources suggest that black people are more likely to be religious because of colonization and the implementation of Christianity and the bible. This means that if the bible is being used as a guide for life and there are homophobic teachings in the bible, black families are more likely to push away their children as it goes against everything they believe in. 

With this being said, according to Pew’s research centre, nearly 8 in 10 black Americans are Christian with 7 in 10 being protestant (Masci, 2018). Although most religious traditions preach against homosexuality, liberal Christians often come from protestant and catholic traditions and have become accepting of homosexuality and supportive of gay rights (Bramlett, 2012). This shows that there is a small possibility of black Americans who belong to the protestant church being liberal and supporting black gay youth. This theme shows that the intersections between religion, race and sexuality can affect someone’s life due to each structure having similar ideals or influencing one another. This further supports my research question because it shows that religion can affect a young, black, LGBTQ+ person’s experience and shows how important it is to take a young person’s religion into consideration when looking at their risks and experiences with homelessness. 
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With all this being said, when identifying as one or more of these categories discrimination and stigma is inevitable, but homelessness itself comes with its own stresses. Solorio et al (2008) states that homeless youth engage in risky sexual behaviour and are more likely to retrieve a sexually transmitted disease. This is because homeless youth are more likely to engage in sex at an early age, be inconsistent when using birth control and are more prone to result to survival sex (Dworsky et al, 2007). Additionally, Solorio et al (2008) explains that sexual risk behaviours can depend on gender and sexual orientation. Young women are more likely to trade sex for food, money, shelter, and drugs and are less likely to use a condom (Solorio et al, 2008). Solorio’s et al (2008) and Dworsky’s et al (2007) studies are both from the United States and are recent which is helpful for my research because it gives an accurate example of what homeless youth are dealing with in modern day America. 

Moreover, homeless youth tend to come from low-income communities and poor or working-class families (Dworsky, et al, 2007). Many homeless youth have grown up in a single household family and have suffered from residential instability. They are also known for having a history of school or academic problems which can lead to conflict within the family and contribute to homelessness (Dworsky et al, 2007). This research study shows that homeless youth usually come from family homes that suffer from poverty. Interestingly, white people experience less poverty than any other ethnic group (Cole, 2015). This proves that black youth are more likely to be homeless and go through the above difficulties along with the discrimination they face as a black person. This relates back to the theory of intersectionality and Cole’s (2015) statement proves that not only are black youth having to face discrimination because of their race, which white youth will never have to experience, but they are more likely to end up homeless because of poverty which increases their risk to be homeless overall. Additionally, Simpson (1988) states that in the 1950’s and 1960’s, black youth were forced to idleness due to an unemployment crisis which led to homelessness that has continued through the years. Simpson’s (1988) research is also based on America’s history, so this is more evidence to show how black youth are at more of a disadvantage than their white peers.

Overall, Intersectionality is the theme that explains why black LGBTQ+ youth are at an increased risk of homelessness. Covert and overt racism in history, and to this day, is why black people are treated differently than their white counterparts. This type of embedded trauma can affect black youth. The dehumanisation of black children takes away their innocence and validates them for harsh treatments. Role theory supports sex-role stereotypes and breeds homophobia. Homophobia is supported in religion and can be one of the main factors why black youth end up homeless, due to Christianity especially being popular in black families. Homeless youth are usually from poor working-class families which tend to come from ethnic backgrounds. 

I will continue my research with introducing my choice of research method and explaining how and why I chose my method and my experience with using this method. 
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When choosing my research method, I took into consideration what method would pass the ethical guidelines provided by the university ethics committee and the British Sociological Association (BSA). I was aware that I was dealing with sensitive topics such as abuse, racism and homophobia and I did not want to trigger anyone, so I decided to use a ‘discourse analysis’ method. This form of discourse analysis is the study of texts by a variety of different approaches (Gill, 2011). I knew that if I used the discourse analysis method, I would be able to use the internet to find interviews on issues based on being black, homeless and from the LGBTQ+ community, without having to worry about breaching confidentiality guidelines. When filling in my ethics approval form, I noticed questions that were based on personal and sensitive data which is why I chose to use secondary data to avoid complications. In ‘Researching society and culture’ (2018), it explains that discourse analysis has a research process of defining the problem, selecting and approaching the data, coding and analysing the data, and then presenting the data. This means I could use secondary data that had already been consented for, due to the data already being online, and simultaneously, I would not be asking the questions myself, so I would not have to worry about affecting anyone’s mental health. Discourse analysis for me seemed like the safest and easiest way to get my ethics approved, while at the same time gaining the information I needed for my research.

Gill (2011) also explains that discourse analysts are interested in the organisation and context of texts, which I believe is an important strategy to find answers for my research question. If I can analyse the content of the interviews, then I would be able to understand from their point of view why they believe they became homeless and their experiences while being homeless. Also, because I am trying to find out whether a group of people are more affected by homelessness than the other, it is essential for me to organise the text and compare and contrast the experiences each person has expressed, while taking note of their identity so I can link the information to my literature review afterwards. My research question is a sensitive topic so with this method I can analyse not only the literal text that is being said, but I can observe the people that are saying it. I can figure out if there are any interesting correlations between these people regarding their speech, manner and body language and I will be able to notice if there are things they may be keeping to themselves. 

I conducted my research by typing in the YouTube search engine phrases such as ‘Black LGBTQ+ homeless youth’ or ‘Interviews with LGBT homeless youth’. Once I did that, videos came up with the keywords that I typed in, so one by one I watched the first minute or two of each episode to see if it could help me answer my research question. Most videos were about five minutes long which I believed to be quite short, so I decided to try and find at least three to four relevant videos for my research. After choosing these videos, I realised I did not have an interview with a young homeless person that was white and heterosexual. I typed in ‘Youth homelessness US’ and looked for an interview with someone that was white, heterosexual and that could explain their reasons for being homeless (see references), this was done so I could compare and contrast in my analysis later.

Once I had chosen these videos, I watched and analysed them thoroughly to make sure that they were truly relevant for my research. There were videos that I did come across but decided not to include because there was less information on their personal experience and was more based on general information. I wrote some notes for each video of what each interviewee was saying, along with the facts and figures that were presented in each video. After this I looked at my notes and started to make connections between the videos to see if there were any repeated themes. I took notice of the interviewees age, race and sexuality, as I knew this would be important data to consider for my research question. Once I unpacked the correlations made between the videos, I went on to relating the data found in the videos to my literature review, to see if the data matched the theories I did find or if there was a theory that I had missed or not have come across. When I completed this I drafted a conclusion of my findings and analysis.

Reflecting back on the method I chose, I believe it to had worked well for ethical reasons but at the same time it was quite difficult in practice. Discourse analysis is a broad method of analysing data and there is not a textbook way of conducting the process, therefore, when figuring out what is necessary to focus on and how to tackle a piece of information it can be confusing. However, after watching the videos a few more times, I got more comfortable with analysing and looking out for key themes and correlations.

[bookmark: _Toc70628877]Findings

My findings consist of five video interviews with a variety of youth from different cities in America that speak about their experience of being homeless. I will first explain what was said in each video and then I will analyse whether the findings correlate with my literature review and if so, how they correlate. 

In ‘Street Kids: Homelessness Disproportionately Impacts Black And LGBTQ Youth, Expert Says’ (2020), Rika, a black transgender woman from San Francisco, spent her first night on the streets at age 19 after coming out to her family, which resulted in her dad not accepting her identity and burning her female-presenting clothes. She then moved to Sacramento where she had no family or friends, leaving her homelessness to continue and resulting to her being a victim of rape and having to get involved in sex work. The news reporter in the video mentions that youth homelessness is disproportionately black and LGBTQ. This video also mentioned that the San Francisco bay area is made up of 49% people of colour (POC), while 80% of homeless youth are POC. While 12% of the region are LGBTQ, 46% of homeless youth are from the LGBTQ community. When this video was posted, Rika was housed at Larkin street youth services.

In ‘The Harsh Reality of LGBT Homeless Youth’ (2018), a group interview is being conducted which includes four LGBTQ youth that have experienced homelessness. Three of these young people are black and one of them are white. The presenter asked them some questions about homelessness. The topics that were brought up were based on being disowned by families once they know their child is a part of the LGBT community, jobs not hiring once they realise a person is trans and lastly, the stereotypes and stigma attached to homelessness. A fifth person was interviewed, who was a past resident at Los Angeles (LA) LGBT youth centre. Alexandra Gray is a black trans actress that moved to LA from Chicago after she told her foster parents that she wanted to transition. When she called the LA LGBT youth centre, they gave her a bed and she was able to get her life together from the youth centre services that they deliver such as the employment and health services. The statistics included in this video state that in the Los Angeles county, there are 6,000 youth aged between 18-24 that are struggling with homelessness and 40% of them are LGBTQ.

In ‘LGBT Homeless Youth’ (2017), Kellen, an Asian 19-year-old, tells his story about when his parents were told by his doctor that he wanted to transition. Due to the constant arguments he decided to leave and sofa surf. Eventually, he decided to go to the Ali Forney centre which is a LGBT community centre that helps homeless youth with housing and employment. He now talks to his mum but not his dad. Approximately, there are 500,000 homeless youth in the United States and 40% of them are LGBTQ. 

In ‘How this gay teen survived being disowned by his family and homelessness’ (2019), Travis, a white young teenager from Connecticut, was kicked out of his home for being gay at the age of 17. He was raised in a religious family and even thought himself that being gay was wrong, so he decided to have conversion therapy. It was when his mother found his make-up YouTube channel that his whole family disowned him, which led to Travis booking a flight to LA with his savings. He then used the rest of his savings to rent out a room in a youth hostel until his money ran out and he had to sleep outside. He contacted the LA LGBT youth centre which gave him a bed and helped put him in a position to save up and get his own place. This video also states that according to a 2012 study, 40% of homeless youth are LGBTQ+ and 68% of these cases are because of family rejection. LGBTQ+ youth have a 120% higher risk of homelessness than cisgender or heterosexual youth.

In ‘Nathan shares his experience as a homeless youth living in Ottawa’ (2015), Nathan, a heterosexual 17-year-old teenager from Ottaway was kicked out of his home due to him having bipolar and his parents being unable to deal with it. He stayed with his friends for a few weeks until they kicked him out too and he had no choice but to sleep outside. He explains that he is aware that there are stereotypes about homeless young people being troublemakers, but he believes it could be as small as conflict in the home that could lead to youth homelessness. He explains that the worst part of being homeless for him is waking up to see that there is no-one there for him. He decided to go to a shelter after sleeping on a staircase. He believes he needs affordable housing and mental help. 

[bookmark: _Toc70628878]Analysis

[bookmark: _Toc70628879]Lack of acceptance

One of the first main themes I noticed that led to homelessness for every interviewee, was the lack of acceptance from family. Rika’s dad burned her clothes and was kicked out of her home, while Travis was forced to leave home while his family sat around the table and signed a piece of paper saying he was no longer a part of the family (KPIX CBS SF Bay Area, 2020) (NowThis News, 2019). Both actions from each family was very extreme and permanent and left both teenagers with no choice but to leave. In ‘The harsh reality of homeless youth’ (2018), Michael explains that many people from the LGBTQ+ community who come to the centre, including himself, have families that do not accept them for who they are, so they do not have any other choice but to be homeless. Even though Kellen did not get thrown out of his home, his family made it difficult for him to be there because they did not accept his identity (United Nations, 2017). Nathan’s family also did not accept his identity because instead of finding support for his bipolar condition, they decided to kick him out (United Way East Ontario, 2015).

Homophobia is the social opposition to same-sex desire and an irrational fear set by prejudiced individuals (Adam, 1998). Homophobia exists because of the stereotypes and stigma homosexuality carries, such as being the cause for the spread of aids and the psychological idea that a child needs a masculine man and a feminine woman to be brought up ‘normal’ (Anderson, 2016). In my further reading I found some information on why adults might not accept their children’s sexuality. The type of reaction from the parent depends on the type of attachment style they have developed with their child during infancy and childhood. The main attachment styles are ‘secure’ and ‘insecure’, and a parent with a securely attached relationship with their child would be surprised about their child’s sexual orientation, but they would work through any negative attitudes and be responsive to their child (Katz-wise et al, 2016). However, if there is an insecure attachment between the child and the primary caregiver, the child is likely to be met with unresponsive, rejecting parents which leads to youth running away from home or being evicted (Katz-wise et al, 2016). This explains why lack of acceptance between families is so common. 

Additionally, young people from the LGBTQ+ community may have to deal with the lack of acceptance from parents because of the ideology of heteronormativity and gender norms. Heteronormativity promotes heterosexuality, gender conventionality and family traditionalism as the correct way of living (Oswald et al, 2005). Heteronormativity exists in the form of rules, privileges, rewards, cultural beliefs and sanctions that force people to reproduce heterosexuality and stigmatise others who do not conform (Oswald et al, 2005). Due to heteronormative ideals, parental rejection is commonly caused by homophobia, traditional values and the fear of AIDS (Waldner and Magrader, 1999). Many young people fear coming out to their parents because of the pressures and expectations of conforming to the heterosexual identity. This identity confusion can lead to depression, denial and low self-esteem (Waldner and Magrader, 1999). This shows that LGBTQ+ youth are at a disadvantage because they are likely to be pushed away by family as their way of living does not match with heteronormative ideals which initially will affect their mental health.  

Although I did not speak about lack of acceptance directly in my literature review, each theme that was mentioned can relate to this issue. For example, Fitzgerald (2014) explaining the way black people were treated in history shows the lack of acceptance from white people, that black people are human beings just like them and that they deserve rights and to be treated the same as white people treat their own. Biddle’s (1979) role theory suggests that society has the lack of acceptance for people who have their own identities and behaviours that may not fit in one or any premade category. This means that lack of acceptance is a huge issue for LGBTQ+ youth, but to be black as well means that you have to go through life feeling unwanted and misunderstood twice as much. The lack of acceptance supports why black, LGBTQ+ youth are at a higher risk of homelessness and it further supports why they are more prone to staying homeless for a longer period. This theme answers my question by showing that black LGBTQ+ youth are at an increased risk of homelessness because they are likely to be disowned by family due to heteronormative ideals. Black LGBTQ+ youth have a different experience from non-minority youth because black youth have to deal with lack of acceptance from society because of the colour of their skin as well as their sexuality, which links to intersectionality and having to deal with both discriminations at the same time.

[bookmark: _Toc70628880]Religion 

From watching Travis’ interview video, I understood that he came from a religious, catholic family which believed that being gay was not of God (NowThis News, 2019). His family having this strong belief led to him being disowned. This relates back to Sullivan’s (2004) work because it demonstrates the power of religion and the bible. However, earlier I stated that religion has a very close relationship with homophobia and black families and although this interview does not deny this, it also shows how influential religion is to all races, considering that Travis comes from a white family. This finding suggests that religion, regardless of race can increase the chances of a young, LGBTQ+ person becoming homeless. This theme answers my question by suggesting non-minority youth and minority youth have similar experiences of becoming homeless when the family is religious but their experience on the streets will be different because non-minority youth do not have multiple intersections of discrimination to cope with.

[bookmark: _Toc70628881]Privilege 

Travis mentioned that he had savings which he used to book a flight to LA and rent a room in a youth hostel (NowThis News, 2019). Although it is not clear how he earned these savings, compared to the other interviewees from other backgrounds, Travis is the only one who was privileged enough to have savings. The assumption that could be made is that Travis had been given money from his parents before them knowing his sexuality or he could have possibly had a previous job. Both of which being a privilege as explained by Feagin (2006) regarding systemic racism and how white people are more likely to get employment and have wealth and income being passed down to them. This shows that even though Travis has been made homeless by his religious parents, he still has factors in his life that will favour him such as having already saved money and being more likely to be employed, whereas a black person would have more trouble getting by while homeless.

For Kellen’s interview, what particularly stood out that was different from the rest of the interviews was that he was not kicked out from his home, but he chose to leave (United Nations, 2017). Furthermore, when he did leave, he did not sleep on the streets, he sofa surfed meaning he stayed with friends. This is usually called ‘hidden homelessness’ which refers to people who couch surf, stay in motels or stay in short-term transitional housing (Kauppi et al, 2017). Hidden homeless people are invisible because their status as homeless people are not usually recognised. They are often not included in homeless statistics because they do not ask for help from local authorities or service providers (Kauppi et al, 2017). This shows that the statistics that are given to represent LGBTQ+ homeless youth are not accurate and could be much more than what is being recorded. Kellen being ‘hidden homeless’ means that he would have not been preview to the dangers that come with being homeless on the streets as oppose to staying with friends. Kellen choosing to leave and not being kicked out is a privilege. He also talks about being able to now have a relationship with his mother, which again no one has mentioned in the other interviews. Rika and Alexandra did not have any family or friends and used the only small amount of money they had on a ticket to run away from their city, whereas Travis had savings to depend on and Kellen had friends to stay with. The privilege shown in my findings, unsurprisingly, have not been associated with any of the young black people in the interviews. This suggests that privilege is important and plays a part in the experience of being homeless. Privilege can make whatever situation you are in a little easier. Privilege is one of the reasons why black, LGBTQ+ youth are more likely to end up homeless; they do not have any. 

From an intersectional perspective, privilege can come in the form of whiteness, male privilege, class and sexuality. White privilege is having white people and institutions, consciously and unconsciously support a system that benefits them at the expense of black people (Kendall, 2013). This is the same for men, upper-class and heterosexual people. If you do not fit in any of these categories then you are at a disadvantage, which makes life a lot harder compared to someone who has at least one of these privileges. The theme of privilege answers my research question by explaining that black, LGBTQ+ youth are at increased risk of homelessness because they do not have white privilege or belong to the heteronormative sexuality, therefore while they are being kicked out by their family because of homophobia, they can also be rejected by society because of the colour of their skin. Having to endure racism while on the streets will make their life harder compared to white youth. Low income and poverty, which Cole (2015) explained white people experience less of than other ethnic groups, means that black youth who end up homeless will have less chance of surviving than white youth, as they have nothing to begin with.

[bookmark: _Toc70628882]Vulnerability

[bookmark: _Hlk66986676]In Rika’s interview, she described her experience of being homeless to be more dangerous and found herself in vulnerable positions (KPIX CBS SF Bay Area, 2020). Rika being raped and having to turn to sex-work out of desperation for money, relates back to Dworsky’s et al (2007) and Solorio’s et al (2008) point about homeless women having sex to survive and trading sex for things like money and food. An important point that Rika made about her experience was her sexual abuse. This was not mentioned in my research but according to Morewitz (2016), homeless LGBTQ+ youth have an increased risk of being raped, robbed and assaulted. To compare, LGBTQ+ students who are presumably housed are bullied twice as much than their heterosexual classmates (Bratsis, 2015). According to the 2011 National School Climate Survey, 80% of the LGBTQ+ students reported being verbally bullied because of their sexual orientation (Bratsis, 2015). This shows that even when an LGBTQ+ teenager is in stable housing, there is still victimisation in schools because of their sexuality. They may be less exposed to the dangers that come with being homeless such as rape and survival sex, but they are still seen as a target. 

Researchers have found that homeless LGBTQ+ youth that have reported sexual victimisation have had 7.4 more offenders than their homeless heterosexual counterparts (Morewitz, 2016). This statistic shows that Rika is not alone and many women from the LGBTQ+ community have experienced sexual abuse and rape while being homeless on the streets. Noticeably, when Travis had to sleep on the streets when his money ran out, he did not mention being raped or having to result to survival sex. This may be because he is sceptical of the response he would receive. Boys can find disclosing sexual abuse as negative and disempowering (Holmes et al, 1997). This is because there has been little public acceptance of sexual abuse experiences for boys than for girls. The social construction of masculinity has positioned boys to be dominant and in control, which is not expected to be linked with the experience of being abused and a victim (Holmes et al, 1997). This shows that vulnerability can be a mental and emotional feeling rather than just physical. Beyond the scope of this project, it is important to mention that the lack of discussion on sexual assault and rape towards homeless young men can also be related to homophobia and internal homophobia. 

To support this theme, Nathan mentions that he is homeless because he has bipolar and his parents could not handle his outbursts (United Way East Ontario, 2015). This gives an example of a reason why a young, white person who identifies as heterosexual might end up homeless. However, Frederick and Shifrer (2019) explains that African Americans have the highest rate of experiencing disability in the United States due to racial discrimination and economic disparities. This means that black people are more likely to suffer from poor mental and physical health because they have to deal with racism (Anderson, 2013). This shows that although white heterosexual youth can still end up homeless for disability reasons, black youth are more likely to experience disabilities along with the issues previously mentioned such as racism, discrimination, homophobia and poverty, leaving black, LGBTQ+ youth more likely to be at risk of homelessness. This theme shows that black LGBTQ+ youth have a different homeless experience to non-minority youth because they are likely to have received mental and physical health issues from the racism and poverty they have endured in their life as well as the sexual dangers they have to deal with when trying to survive on the streets.

[bookmark: _Toc70628883]Stereotypes and stigma

In ‘The harsh reality of homeless youth’ (2018), during the group interview, a lot of the conversation was based on the stereotypes and stigma that homeless people face. An interesting point was made about the misconceptions of homelessness and the fear people have towards them. Nathan also explains the negative stigma that being young and homeless comes with and how people believe that homeless youth do not deserve housing because it is their fault why they got there in the first place (United Way East Ontario, 2015). This could be because of early adultification which is a term that is used for young people who adopt early adult roles and adult-like traits and responsibilities due to their premature departures from home (Schmitz and Tyler, 2016). Adultification roles can occur before and after the young person leaves home, such as caring for a younger sibling or developing street smart actions when sleeping on the streets (Schmitz and Tyler, 2016). The majority of these young people experience stress and psychological strain and tend to feel overwhelmed (Schmitz and Tyler, 2016).  This means that it is possible for people to see homeless youth as responsible for their position because of the way they carry themselves and have adapted themselves to life. If the young person looks like an adult and acts like an adult because they had to learn to take care of themselves and maybe others from a young age, then it can come across as if they are to blame for their position, meaning people would be less eager to help. Additionally, this theme can be tied back to Goff’s et al (2014) work on dehumanisation and the innocence of black children being taken away, resulting to them being treated harshly. While a young, black, homeless person can suffer from the effects of adultification, they can also suffer from the effects of dehumanisation simultaneously. This shows how intersectionality can draw on two experiences at the same time from different social structures. Dehumanisation can be linked with adultification, which is why black youth have a higher risk of homelessness and a negative experience while on the streets. People are less willing to help because they are seen as an adult from the responsibilities they have had to endure to survive and from having their protection of innocence taken away from them due to dehumanisation.

Research shows that perceptions of homelessness can control how community members interact with shelter service systems, such as supported housing, and can impact the service that homeless people experience (Shier et al, 2010). This relates back to my research question because it suggests another reason why black, LGBTQ+ youth would remain on the streets for a longer period. Among the other types of discrimination that come with being black and queer, they still must deal with stereotypes and stigma that come with being homeless, which is going to put them at a disadvantage when trying to get help. This theme answers my research question because it shows that the intersection of being black and in the LGBTQ+ community comes with different stigma and stereotypes, which affects the quality of someone’s life for the worse, which non-minority youth will never experience. 

To conclude this chapter, the main themes that have stood out to me from my findings are lack of acceptance, religion, privilege, vulnerability, stereotypes and stigma. Lack of acceptance can come in many shapes and forms and is the central reason why youth become homeless. The power of religion being used to support homophobia can be related to any race. Privilege is something that can be found in race and general opportunities which can make homelessness easier but black people do not have any privilege and therefore cannot benefit from privilege. Black LGBTQ+ youth are more likely to be vulnerable on the streets and are more likely to have a disability. Stereotypes and stigma affect the way the community engage with homelessness support, resulting in homeless people staying homeless for longer. 

[bookmark: _Toc70628884]Conclusion


In my findings, there were key themes that were demonstrated throughout the five videos that I analysed. These themes were lack of acceptance, religion, privilege, vulnerability, stereotypes, and stigma. Lack of acceptance was shown through Rika’s experience of her dad burning her female clothing, Travis being disowned by the family signing a document and Nathan being kicked out because of his bipolar disorder. Lack of acceptance can be traced back to attachment styles between primary caregiver and child but is also shown in homophobia and in the history of how black people used to be and still is treated. Black LGBTQ+ youth are also likely to be disowned from family because their lifestyle does not match heteronormative ideals. This shows that black LGBTQ+ young people are at a higher risk of homelessness because they can be affected by lack of acceptance from each level. 

Lack of acceptance can be linked back to Fitsgerald’s (2014) work about how black people were segregated and abused because of their physical appearance from the beginning of the slave trade. This shows that this theme has a relation to black history and suggests that young, black people will always have to suffer lack of acceptance because of the colour of their skin, which puts them at more risk compared to non-minorities. In addition, intersectionality ties into this theme of lack of acceptance because, while young black people can be at risk because of their skin colour, lack of acceptance can also affect them if they are from the LGBTQ+ community. Linking back to the theory of Sullivan’s (2004) work, which explains homophobia as a dislike or hatred towards homosexuals and Adam’s (1998) work of explaining homophobia as an irrational fear towards homosexuals, black LGBTQ+ youth are at a double disadvantage compared to non-minority youth.

For the theme of religion, despite Mofokeng’s (1998) work on the bible being introduced to the African people by the colonizers to be used as an instrument of social control, I found that regardless of race, religion can lead to youth in the LGBTQ+ community becoming homeless due to Travis’ experience. However, Travis had the privilege to have money and book a flight. Privilege became a popular theme in my analysis because Travis had money saved and Kellen was sofa surfing and did not have to sleep on the streets. However, the young black people such as Rika and Alexandra did not have any money or friends to stay with. This relates back to Feagin’s (2006) work on systemic racism and generational wealth. It is racial discrimination and the hierarchy that has been embedded since slavery which places black people at an economic disadvantage. This shows that black, LGBTQ+ youth are at a disadvantage because they do not have white, heterosexual or class privilege. 

Being vulnerable can be a physically dangerous experience for LGBTQ+ youth as Morewitz (2016) mentions that LGBTQ+ youth are at a higher risk of being raped, assaulted, and robbed. Vulnerability can be portrayed mentally too, considering that Travis could be holding information about his experience on the streets. Also, according to Anderson’s (2013) work, black LGBTQ+ youth are more likely to become mentally and physically disabled due to racism and poverty, which makes black youth on the streets more vulnerable. 

Lastly, stereotypes and stigma leave black, LGBTQ+ youth at a disadvantage because they have to deal with the stigma attached to their race, sexuality and homelessness along with the idea that they are adults and it is their fault why they are in this position. This is because of adultification, which Schmitz and Tyler (2016) explains is the term used for young people who adopt early adult roles. This means that when they ask for help, society is reluctant to offer them any because they look old enough to blame for their circumstances. Additionally, black LGBTQ+ youth will also have to deal with dehumanisation, which Goff et al (2014) explains as the term for when black children are seen as not fully human which validates them for harsh, adult treatment. This is where the intersectional theme stands out as this shows that while black LGBTQ+ youth can suffer from adultification during homelessness, they can also experience dehumanisation because of their race.

Looking back at my research, I believe it did go well because I was able to find out young people’s experience with homelessness from different cities in America and from different backgrounds. Using discourse analysis as my method allowed me to investigate interviews in another country than my own, which would have been near impossible for me to do if I tried to interview homeless youth in the US while being in the UK. This method allowed me to look further into the interview and to not just focus on what is being said, but what is not being said. This gave me a chance to dig deeper into the topic as well as compare each interview with others and find common themes. What could have gone better was the questions that were being asked to the interviewees. Due to me not being the interviewer, it meant that I was not able to ask my own questions which means a lot of my analysing was from reading between the lines rather than getting much direct answers from the interviewees. Although the information I gathered was still useful, if the questions that were being asked were more related to my research question, I would have had an even better insight into youth homelessness from a black LGBTQ+ perspective. I would have also liked to interview more young people from each background so I could have a stronger argument and a better understanding of their experience relating to their race and sexuality. 


To expand this research, I would investigate youth homelessness in the UK and see if the themes found in my literature review are valid for UK youth homelessness too. I would also interview the youth myself, so I would be able to ask my own questions to get a better idea of their experience. I would also expand my interviews to charities and institutions that supposedly help homeless youth and I would ask them how often they get young black LGBTQ+ people asking for help or needing a place to stay. 

Overall, black LGBTQ+ youth are at an increased risk of homelessness because they have to deal with disadvantages that come along with being black, LGBTQ+ and homeless, whereas non-minority youth only have to cope with the disadvantage of homelessness. Black youth are more likely to come from a low-income household meaning when they are kicked out from home, it is very unlikely they will have money saved to support them. Black youth are more likely to come from a religious family and religion is known to be used to support homophobia, therefore black LGBTQ+ youth are more likely to be disowned. Black LGBTQ+ youth have stereotypes and stigmas attached to them which means people are less likely to help them. 
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